
HELLO
FRIENDS

FALLING INTO PLACE

Last year seemed slow at times.  It seemed that 
though we were spending hours and hours doing 
activities/outreach/etc, the returns seemed so 
minimal.  Fast forward to this year.  Things were 
seemingly going well.  There was visible growth, 
maturation, and where we failed last year, there 
was seemingly success this year.

And it felt good.  I felt energized.  And then we had 
our team meetings/worship:

The sermon was on the passage about Jesus 
sending out the 72 (Luke 10:1-23).  It talks about 
perhaps the most amazing short term mission trip 
ever.  They come back and are pumped up and 
overjoyed.  They can't help but talk about how 
even the spirits were subject to them.  We get 
excited about building a home, overcoming heat 
and bugs, and a good Vacation Bible School for 
kids.  Can you imagine how amped they must have 
been? And Jesus says to them, 

I have given you authority to 
trample on snakes and 
scorpions and to overcome all 
the power of the enemy; 
nothing will harm you. 

MAY
UPDATE

However, do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but 
rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven

It's an unexpected response to say the least.  Debbie 
Downer Jesus it seems.  What is the issue with rejoicing 
in the amazing things that they were able to do in the 
name of God?

Perhaps Christ was pointing to the hard days were 
ahead.  That a day was approaching when they would be 
at the mercy of mere men.  That many would be martyred 
and that those stories of dominion and power, would 
become stories of sacrifice and hardship.  

Because in those times, they would need an unflinching 
joy.  A joy that nothing in heaven or earth could strip 
away.  A joy not based on circumstance and their own 
ability or current state, but a joy based on the already 
completed work of Jesus Christ.  

Sometimes we place our joy on penultimate things.  
Sometimes our joy in ministry is primarily dependent on 
the results of ministry.  It's so easy to get caught up in 
if things are going our way.  

How much more consistent would our witness be, how 
much more could we persevere, if our joy was dependent 
on the untouchable, completed work of Jesus Christ.  

It was a much needed check myself moment, and it's 
been incredibly freeing.  And isn't it ironic?  That the 
issue is not that we are results oriented, rather the issue 
is that we don't focus enough on the already completed 
result.



TRANSPORTATION
CLASS:  

It's just been a great time.  Instead of trying to 
explain, I think it's better if I share what Sovanny 
wrote (Facebook): The transportation class for Tuk 
Tuk drivers in Toul Sangke community reminds me 
all the experience I had when was a tuk tuk driver, 
which now makes it easy to teach other drivers. 
Now I understand that everyone of us is chosen 
and taught for the purposes in the future for His 
kingdom. No matter how small it is but if we 
faithfully do it for the kingdom, then we may see 
how big the kingdom is and hopefully the other 
drivers will hear the good news and become saved.
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WEBSITE:

The website is now up!  

PlantingCambodia.com  
Please check out the various articles and ministry 
sites.  There will be regular updates (monthly) 
with articles from the various sites.  Big thanks to 
Mindy for designing the banner.
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WHAT’S 
BEEN 
GOING ON

BUILDING A CORE/
DISCIPLESHIP:

We're starting the beginnings of a men's discipleship 
group for the Christian men at TSK.  I think one of the 
most encouraging/exciting things is to see men who 
want to deepen their faith so that they can better serve.  
Hoping to aid in equipping them as much as I'm able.
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UPCOMING PROJECTS:

Building a small computer lab at Toul Sangke, 
Continuing researching the viability of developing a 
vocational training program for factory workers in 
conjunction with the factory owners.  If anyone has any 
software to donate, or has knowledge about the garment 
industry, please feel free to contact me!
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TEAM TRANSITIONS:

Come mid-June, many of the people that I had first met 
years ago will be transitioning to different 
roles/places/going back home/etc.  I remember 
something a good friend of mine told me.  Be thankful for 
the past and treasure the memories, but don't let it 
hinder you from building anew.  It's not always about 
trying to recreate the past, but being present in the 
present.  I'm sad to be saying good-bye to those who had 
such a large impact in my time in Cambodia, but excited 
as God has called them to various places.
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RANDOM:

Weight:  Last year I had lost about 25 pounds in the first 
2 months, but happy to say that I'm only about 5 pounds 
below my regular weight.  

Making Friends:  I realized that I didn't make too many 
friends last year, outside of the team and ministry.  Tad 
bit of a homebody.  I've been a bit more normal this time 
around and it's been good.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS:
Cambodian people would come to know Christ.

We've had teammates deal with health issues 
recently.  Please pray for recovery and the 
health of those on our team.

 For a growing unity on the team as we strive 
after the same vision.

Thank you all for your continued support and prayers.


